Chapter XIV
THE POPE AND SPAIN

JL ROM the day of the Pope's election Spain has loomed
large on his horizon. In the Conclave, the Spanish
Cardinal was the first to bring him a message of congratu-
lation from the King of Spain. His only formidable rival
for election was the Spanish Cardinal, Merry del Val.
Spain has been rightly considered the most Catholic
country in the world, but her importance for the Catholic
Church lies more in the fact that she is, together with
Portugal, the Mother Country for the whole of South
America and Central America. All this vast continent,
with its ever-increasing millions, remains Catholic and
will combine with the United States to form the Catholic-
ism of the New World, but its Catholic tradition is
mainly derived, not directly from Rome, but from Spain.
Hence the loss of Spain to the Catholic Church might be
a blow of such severity that it might put back the develop-
ment of South American Catholicism perhaps a hundred
years.
In Spain the Church has been ruled by the Concordat
of 185"i, and it is interesting to read to-day an article by a
Catholic priest from Great Britain visiting Spain for the
first time, published in the English Catholic paper The
Tablet in 1923. The priest points out 'that since the
Concordat was signed there were no external signs of